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oy R Robert Harland, | the next 


day informed me, that my late 


admirer *was ſo exceedin gly of | 


| fended, | that it would render 'my 
longer continuantes: in the ſame 


YOL. 11, B Hotel, 


EW 
_ Hotel, very diſagreeable;——1 
therefore departed, taking lodg- 
ings at the Hotel de Ja Reine, 
| Rue des Bons Enfans.-I was no 


£ ſooner ſettled in my new apart- 


ment, than one of my ſervants 
told me, that my huſband lodged 
in the ſame houſe, and as he was 
the /aft man in the world whom 


I wiſhed to ſee, 'I inftantly took 


. | leave of the landlord, and went 


t0 Madame Latar's ' Hotel Rue 
Caumartin; a Lady who happily 
a . poſſeſſes 


TE 


poſſeſſes the convenient accommo- 


dating talents of obliging all her 
oueſts, both male add female, never 
aſking impertinent queſtions, and | 
being perfectly indifferent as to 
the mode of arrangement amongſt 
them. In this ' Hotel, I found 
the /amous Colonel Mc. Carthy, 

who was pleaſed to honor me with 
his parzicular attention : By this 
gentlemen, I was introduced to 
the Marquis: de Genlis, whoſe 
luperb Hotel was the conſtant 


B 2 reCep- 


#9 
receptacle of all the Elegants of 
that once luxurious City.—This 
Nobleman, in his youth, had been 
the moſt accompliſhed Petit 
Maitre of the day, and in the de- 
line of life, when I knew bias 
he reminded ak: very much, both 
in his dreſs and addreſs, of our old 
Duke of Q=————: The 


French Marquis, however, was iſ 


rather more celebrated for hoſpi- 


tality, than the Scotch Duke. — 


When I retrace in my imagination 


the 


X a. 
the noturnal orgies, and every 


refinetient of luxury, that was 
viſible in this temple- of voluptu- 
ouſneſs, - contraſting it ' with ' the _ 
preſent gloomy ſcene, which my 
mind piftures to itſelf, I, in ſore 
meaſure, forget. my own FORE : 
The Graces, I am told, have en- 
tirely abandoned that city, -where 
they had ſo long reſided :—Stern, 
inexorable Republican virtue, has 
uſurped the Empire, which they 
ance held, and Politics now ſup- 
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(6) 
ply the. place ' of Gallantry and 
| Love.—The ill fated brother of 
| M, de Gealis, the Marquis de 
Sullery, huſband to- the accom- 
pliſhed writer of that name, tainted. 
by education with the prejudices 
of Ariftocracy, and vitiated by the - 
long habits of Pariſian debauchery, 
has lately ſuffered under the fatal 
aXCe of the Guillotine; and this 
example, confirmed by ſo many 
others, ought to ſerve as a whole- 
ſome, and moſt uſeful leſion, 


BD how 


/ 


TEES >, 
how, at this -junfture, perſons. 
embark on the dangerous ocrans 
of Politics, ankef they are really 
and honeſtly attached to the-prin-- 
_ \ciples which they profeſs. . . 


The Jacobin Club! is undoubt- 
edly (whatever it may be in-other- 
reſpe&ts) the moſt ' vigilant and- 


enlightened corps of diplomacy 
in Europe,-—Innumerable in- 
ſtances have proved the impoſſi- 
bility of eſcaping their keen, pene- - —_— 


B 4 trating 
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trating reſearches, and the jeaſtde- 


viation from. the path of the Con- 


 Nitation, (that is :from. the unity 


and indiviſibility of the Republic). 
is ſure to meet deteQtion, and to be. 
followed by an ignominious death. 


Let us then/ umpire the-Grace' of 


Divine Providence. to put an end 


theſe horrors ! - 


.. To reſume the thread of 'my 
narrative—About -the- latter end 


of uy, 1788, a Mr.. Beckett, 
_ with 


( "2p 


with whom 1 became: acquainted, 


_ and for which acquaintance I any 


indebted to my. old friend Colonel 


' Freemantle, came to» Paris—He' 
lived in the ſame-Hotel with my- 
ſelf, in the  gregteft ſplendour ; 

| his table was continually crouded 
by perſons of the higheſt rank, 
amongſt whom were the late un» 
fortunate Duc 4 Gchans, - the 

- Ducs 'de Monmorency, Pienne, 
Prince Louis'd'Aremberg,," Mare 
quis de Bouille, &c. &c. &c.— 

Bs : Amid 


( 10, y 
Amidſt my manifold misfortunes, 
TI confider' it ſome conſolation 
that the perſons with whom I 
have been acquainted, were the 
moſt part diſtinguiſhed for genius 
and talents, and this young man 
was remarkably ſo:—Mr. Beckett 
flattered me by his addreſſes, at a 
time when all the Pariſian beauties 


were emulous with each other for 
his affetions; whether it were 
vanity, affe@tion, preference, or 


any ſentiment borderin g on felt 


love, 


F. 


Ec. &4 HM: ); 
ove, I will not ay; but, living 
in the fame Hotel with-him, he 
continually made: choice of 'me as 
the Sultans to-preſide at his table, 
and I had the:diretion of -all his: 


entertainments. At the.end of 


four months, after various oblique 
and fruitleſs hints, Madame Lafar 
became clamorous for. payment. of 
| her bill, which- amounted to the 
ſmall ſum of" five hundred pounds,, 
He drew bills upon. his father for 
fifteen. handved . pounds, . which 


B 6 _ were 


ws 


(' $8: 


were | the amount - of his- whole- 


debts.—A ſpecial Courier was 
diſpatched to England, and as the. 
father: would not, or could. not, 
pay. the extravagant demands- of: 
his fon, the | bills: returned - to- 
Paris protefied.—In this fituatior- 
F adviſed him to conſult his owe 
Countrymen, then in Paris: He 


was at that time intimately ac- 
quainted with- Lord Gilford, 
fon of Lord Clanwilliam.—This 
young nobleman, aflured him that 

x4] he 


x7 9 
be had. ovly a:few. honrs to de- 
termine on his eſcape, as he had 
private information, that Madame 
Lafar. meant. to. arreſt , him,—I 
muſt do Mr. Beckett the juſtice to 


ſay, »that it was with the utmoſt 


relutance .that he purſued the 


advice of his friends, as he ex- 


preſſed ſtrong . apprehenfions for | 


my fafety; however, touched 
with his generofity, I became 


entirely regardleſs of myſelf, and 


poſitiy ely - in//ſted on his flight, — 


and 
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(4) 
and he yielded obedience.—He 


fore all his creditors were in an 
aproar, the hue and cry was 
raiſed, that an Engliſhman had 


run away for his debts: The 
police officers were ſent after him, 
but returned with fſorrowful 


countenances, their miſſion un- 


- 


accompliſhed. 


Madame Lafar,- 4oho, poor 
dear woman ! was the princt- 


pal 


C15.) 


- 


pal ſufferer; now turned all her. 
vengeance againſt me, knowing 
that I had a travelling Poſt Chaiſe 
and a Charibt, together + with 


foverad:vihuatile: calliits; on thede: 
articles ſhe fixed her attention, 


determined to plunder me. 


Two days after Mr. Beckett 
left Paris, I was, while on a viſit 
at Madame Smith's, informed by 
Mr. Robert Knight, (another-of 
the few good men I have found in 
the 


the world) - that his carria ge had 


arid. he -had ſcarcely! uttered the: 


the Exempt to diſmiſs his fol- 


( { 16 ) : 


juſt 'been' ſurrounded by a party of 


armed ruffians,. My "forme; 


words when the houſe of Madame 


Smith was -beſet by at leaſt an 
hundred men, preceded by Mr. 


de Lomprey, Exempt de Police: 
My friends, alarmed for my fitua- 
tion (for I was then ſeyen months 


advanced in pregnancy) intreated 


lowers.———Mr. Knight kindly 
pledging 


C 7. ) 


pledging himſelf to be reſponſible 


for any complaint which they had 
_ to make againſt me.—Mr. de 
Lomprey replied, . <:that he.had a 
* Lettre de Cachet from the. King, 
* ordering, me to cloſe .confine- 


© ment in the Hotel de Ia Force.” 


My valuable friend, who was a 


young man of very. independant 


fortune, - would not ſuffer this ar- 


bitrary act of power to be\exerciſed 


againſt an helpleſs. woman, with- 
out firſt demanding that ſatisfac- 


tion 
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C7 
tion to which he thou ght me en- 
titled. —He, therefore, - at that 
late bour; went to the Diuks 6f 
Dorſet, the *Engiih Ambaſſador: 
His Grace was from-home; thus 


I was obliged to go, at two o'clock 


in the morning, to that manſion 
of flavery, the: Hotel de la Force : 
F had with me my infant fon, 
then only two years old, The in- 
nocence of this tender lamb—who 
ſkemed - ſenſible that ſome mif- 
fortune had hajpeticd; OVercame- 
what 


-C 19) 

what - reſolution I poſſefled, he 

held up Bis Title: hands and cried 

out, * Oh! you ſhall not hurt 

* my Mother!” Mr. Knight, 

however, comforted me by every 

aſſurance of proteting the child, 
and carried him away in his car- 

riage, having firſt attended me- 
himſelf to the wretched apartment 

deſtined for me—a miſerable Bed 
of Straw, with one ' wretched 

blanket was all the [furniture in 

the room, and the ſabe was 


completely 


(CW 3 - 


completely covered with vermin. 


—* Till this moment, I was a 


Py 


ſtranger to priſons z therefore, 


perhaps, my mind was more ſen- 
fible to the ſhock, but even now 
that T have been habituated to the 


horrors of confinement, I-:cannot 


conceive ſuch a dreadful'e pitome 
of wretchedneſs as this vile dun- 
geon, on mature refle&ion, ſtill 
appears.to be wk; for the ſake 
of humanity, I fervently pray, 
| that if it be not already done, the 


new 


tw) 


new government of France, may 


utterly deſtroy ſimiliar abomina- 


ations. 


—My woman, the faithful 
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partner of all my misfortunes, ac- 
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companied me, nor could;.gyen 
this ſpectacle of horror induce her 


to forſake her Miſtreſs. We 
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_ 
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paſſed the few remaining hours, 
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tion of fortune—1I wiſhed to con- 


"— 
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vince her of the mutability of [0108 


human 


TW 
human happineſs.—In three days 
I was reduced from ſcenes of 
pleaſure and tranquility, to rhy 
preſent wretched condition !— 
As ſoon as day approached; we 
examined our fad habitation ;— the 
firſt obje&t that ſtruck my eye, 
was a huge tremendous padlock, 
projecting from the Cieling, and 
to which was faſtened an immenſe 
iron Collar—We cculd not, at firſt, 
imagine the uſe of this frightful 
4anſtrument, but my poor, faith- 

| ful 


f 
\ 


k4 


23 3 


Ss. 


exclaimed, © O, Madam ! it is to 


had ſcarce uttered theſe words, 
' when the Goalor appeared (for, in 
France, it is the duty | exacied 
from the keeper of ſuch a place to 
pay perſonal attendance to the un- 


fortunate in his power } ; he had a 


he walked up to me, and imme- 


received 


——_ 


ful attendant ſoon gueſſed it, ang. | 


" faſten us up at night !”” She 


great bunch of Keys in his hand— 


diately cried out, © 0h, Ciel! quel 
« dommage # adding, that he had 
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( 4 ) 
received orders from the Govern. 
ment to treat me with the greateſt 
reſpet—-This civil F renchman 
ended his harangue by requeſting 


me to give him perrpiſſion” to or- 
Ly thanked. 


der my breakfaſt,” 


- him for hs politeneſs Bit de-. 


clined receiving any refrethinent 


until my friends came to me.—At 


a very early hout (before noon,) 


Mr. Knight, . accompanied by 
Mr. Weſtern, the preſent Member 
for Malden, Lang me a viſit — 

Theſt 


( $3 9 
Theſe gentlemen, in concert with 
Captain Winder, of the Guards, 
were for ever employed to obtain 


my liberty, availing themſelves of 


a moſt neceſſary and humane law 
that exiſts in France, prohibiting 
the imprifonment of pregnant 


women for debt.—If ſuch laws 
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were in full force under the moſt 
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Deſpotic Government of Europe, 
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calls itſelf the moſt free ? Aged 
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{ 26 ) 
perſons were alſo exempt from 
this penalty, but here our ears are 
for ever ſtunned with the ſound 


_ of Liberty, and Humanity : Wo- 


men in the pangs of Child-bed, 


Men intheagonies of Death, (fuch 


inſtances have occurred) in virtue ' 


of a Sheriff's Writ, may be dragged 


to the moſt loath/ome Goal ; Were 


it not then devoutly to be withed, 
that our Legiſlators, inſtead of 
empty Panegyric, would afford us 
alittle of the Subſtance ?——In 


2 | my 


C 8 3 
my own opinion, who have had 
ſome experience in theſe caſes, 
the reaſon why ſach horrible laws 
are ſuffered to exiſt, is under the 


ſuppoſition of their being ſeldom 


or ever executed ; the fat, how-= 
ever, 1s notorioufly otherwiſe; at 
all events, Policy, as well as Mer= 
cy, requires, —the national cha- 


racer demands, —that the life of 


Freemen ſhould nct be expoſed 


to the diſcretion, or depend on the 
pity, of a Sheriff's Officer. 
C2 — Madame 


( 28 ) 

Madame Lafar, alarmed leaſt 
I ſhould eſcape out of the ſnare 
ſhe had laid, endeavoured to per- 
ſuade 'my friends, I was not in 
the predicament deſcribed ; but 
all her projects failed, as they in- 
ſiſted on a conſultation of the 
Faculty, who aſcertained my 
pregnancy ; at the ſame time, 
expreſling apprehenſions of im- 
mediate labour from the ſudden 
revolution I had undergone. In 
this ſituation, a female of my ac- 


4 - quaintance, 
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c 29 ). 
quaintance, (although by no 
means a lady'of rigid virtue, not 
therefore leſs ſuſceptible of gene- 
roſity and computiion;) imme- 
diately | repaired to Monſieur 
Pacquet, then firſt Prefidenit of 
the Parliament 6f 'Paris,) relating 
the circumſtance, and at 'the 
fame time, giving 'a Mimature 
picture of me. This gentleman 
went the following. day to -Ver- 
failles, and informing Monſieur, 
and the Comte d'Artois, the /ate 
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Madame Lafar, alarmed leaſt 


I ſhould eſcape out of the ſnare 
ſhe had laid, endeavoured to per- 
ſuade | my friends, I was not in 
the predicament deſcribed ; but 
| all her projects failed, as they in- 
ſiſted on a conſultation of the ' 
Faculty, who aſcertained my 
pregnancy ; at the ſame time, 
expreſſing apprehenſions of im- 
mediate labour from the ſudden 


revolution I had undergone. In 


this ſituation, a female of my ac- 


4  quaintance, 


(W9? 
quaintance, (although by no 
means a lady of rigid virtue, not 
therefore leſs ſuſceptible of gene- 
roſity and compatiion;) imme- 
diately repaired to "Monſieur 
Pacquet, then firſt Preſident of 
the Parliament of Paris, relating 
the circumſtance, and at 'the 
fame time, giving 'a Miniature 
picture of me. This gentleman 
went the following day to Ver- 
failles, and informing: Monſieur, 
and the Comte d'Artois, the /ate 
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&ing's Brothers of my misfortune; 
they, with a generous fmpathy, 
rarely to be found in Princes, and 
which cauſes me to lament moſt 
bitterly their fad reverſe of for- 


©tune, took pity on my fituation 


and beeame my adyocates ; and 
in a few hours I received his Ma- 
jeſty's order for my releaſe. 
The Comte d'Artois, in particu- 
lar, entered into the hardſhips of 
my caſe, and on delivering the 
king's. ſignature, cancelling the 


Letter 


Y ("30-2 
Letter de Cachet, advifed that I 


ſhould put myſelf under the pro- 
tection of his Palace#®, fignifying 
that Mr. Beckett's creditors, 
might then proceed againſt me in 
2 Court of Law.—The inſtant 1 
returned from priſon, T went 


accordingly to the Place dun 


* The Temple at Paris where Louis 
the XVI. and the Royal Family were 
confined, was formerly a palace occupied 
by the Comte d' Artois, and its environs 


afforded proteQion to unhappy inſolveut 
debtors. 


G4 Temple, 
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Temple, where I had not re- 
mained. many hours, before I re- 


ceived a viſit from the Duc de 


F -, another nobleman who 
allo boaſts of Royal Blood in his 
veins, but whoſe a&ions unfor- 
tunately were not calculated to. 


efface thoſe unfavorable prepoſ- 


ſeffions, with which I had been 


inſpired by a fimilar conduct in 


a truly Royal Duke, who now 


makes ſuch a capital figure on 


the theatre of European Politics. 


the 


G1 > 
The familiar epithet applied to the 


ci devant Duc de F: — In 
Paris, (that loyal and renowned 
Emigrant) was an Eſcroc, (in 
_ Engliſh, ſignifying Sharper. or 
Greek.) AIl I can fay is, that I 
have no reaſon to diſpute the pro- 
priety of the application. 

In my. new abode I had ſoon 
the mortification to learn from 
my ſervants, that my two Car- 
riages, nather with. all my 


C5 Cloaths 


| 
| 


| fuch as had: been: formed on the 


SB & 
Cloaths and Jewels, were ſeized 
by Mr: Beckett's' Creditors, fo 
that I was, in an- inſtant, ſtripped 
of every. neceſſary, in a country 


where I had no conne&tions,. but 


principles of intereſt. —Thus cir- 
cumſtanced »*& JYOUNg Irith:Noble- 


man, .in- whoſe favor I had made 


an exception,- and from my gene- 
mal opinion of his friendſhip 
had confidence,. I frankly com- 
municated what. had befallen me, 


and. 


CW 

and received from . his Lordſhip 

every aſſurance of protettion ; but 
his fortune not being adequafe- 
to his generoſity,. he immediately 

propoſed a ſubſcription amongſt 
my. friends: then- in Paris, and in: 
the courſe of twenty-four hours,. 
F found myfelf,, through their 
exertions,. in” rofſeſlion of two: 


hundred-and fifty. Louis.d'Or's.. 


EF have. Before obſerved, that: 
adverſity. is. the true criterion of 


C6 friendſhip, 


a Ae eric an HEY 


_ if my misfortunes, during the 


ſame time, it was always con- 


(39 3 
friendſhip, and I am. bound: in 
gratitude, to render juſtice to 


that virtue in the French Nation. 


In France I ever met with 
the- greateſt humanity, tempered 


with delicacy and politeneſs ; and 


latter part of my reſidence in that 
country, called for the aid of 


others, I alſo received it: at the 


veyed in a manner which re- 


fleed 


CW 7 
flefted honor on the generous 
donors, ever unaccompanied with 
thoſe diſguſting marks of oſten- 
tation, which too- frequently at- 


tend. afts of pecuniary relief. 


I remained fix months in the 
Temple, and returned to England 
ten days before that glorwous 
Epoch, the 14th of July, 1789; 
when Frenchmen threw off for 
ever, THE YOKE OF SLAVERY. 


—Oh! may that day yield an 


awful. 


(. 07 
awful and impreſſive lefſon lJ—— 


It forms an ra replete with 
events, ſtill in the womb of time 
to produce. It threatens deſtruc- 
tion to long eſtabliſhed ſyſtems— 
to long eſtabliſhed orders. Tt 


preſages Revolution, and ſtrikes at 


thoſe antique Governments, mn 


defence of which,. fo many of my; 
Anceſtors have bled. 


Should they have bled in vain,. 
and if a new order of things be 
deſtined. 


EZ 57 
deſtined to ſucceed, may humani-- 


ty ſtill profit by the change !— 


may a' more equal diſtribution of 


ſublunary enjoyments, baniſh- 
from the face of the earth, thoſe: 
feenes of horror that have fo long: 
tortured the fight, and diſgraced: 
the policy of ſocial inſtitutions !—- 
Perhaps the Millenium, fo long: 


| and fo anxiouſly anticipated, 19 


CO os 
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at hand,, when nations will be 
linked in one fraternal bond— 
when civil diſcord: and foreign 


wars: 


, 
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wars ſhall ceaſe to deſolate the 


world. —Which ever party may 
prevail in this tremenduous criſis,. 
my only prayer is, that it may 


terminate to the advantage and: 


improvement of the human race} 


— The reader will pardon theſe 


frequent digrefſions ; they ariſe 


_ naturally from the ſubje&, and are 


the ſpontaneous emanations' of a 
ſoul, fraught with ſenſibility- and 
glowing with zeal, for the ge- 
neral happineſs and improve- 


ment. 


( 41 ) 
ment of mankind.—I have for- 
merly experienced from French- 
men, compaſſion. and generoſity ; 
and I have ſometimes found thoſe 
virtues in the Engliſh.—-Born 
in America, and reſident many 
years in England, I feel no local 
partialities, no prepoſſeſſions or 
diſguſtsz My Country is the 
World | and whatever the Politi- 
cal ſentiments of others may be, 


I conſider it the duty of Citizens 


to: 


| tu} - 

[ to yield implicit ſubmiſſion to the 
Laws of that Government under 
[| which they live. 


Paſting eighteen months in 
France, under her ancient Mo- 
narchy, I had the opportunity of | 
manifeſting my reſpe&t to the 
Laws which then exiſted, and if 
I were at preſent in that nation, 
now that it has judged proper 
to adopt the Republican form of 


Government, 


( 43 ) 
Government, I ſhould hold my- 
ſelf equally bound, faithfully to 
_ obey the laws of that Republic. 


Such are my opinions, which 
[ believe are founded in truth 
and juſtice, and I ſhould be 


ever emulous to preſerve the 


character of a peaceful, and, I 
hope, in future, to add, of a 


virtuous Citizen. 


C44 F 


It is the faſhion amongſt us, 


vehemently and outrageouſly to 
condemn the French for the 
exceſſes and cruelties they have 
committed ; but we muſt in 
candour allow, that in the pro- 
greſs of this war, they have been 
at leaſt equalled in as of cruelty 
by the Pruflians and Auſtrians, 
and-far ſurpaſſed therein by their 
own Emigrants,—Very lately an 
account was tranſmitted to the 
Convention, by one of its Com- 


maiſſioners 


LS 2. ad 
thiſlioners at Liſle, of an Auſtrian 


ſoldier taken priſoner; on ſearch- 


ing whom, | it was diſcovered, 
that his cartridges were poiſoned, 
which at once explained the 
cauſe of that amazing mortality 


which had prevailed amongſt the 


French wounded ſoldiers. 


Monſieur Beaulieu, an Auſtrian 
general, on a late occaſion, pre- 
rious to an engagement, likewiſe 
fignified to his troops that pri- 


ſoners 


( 46 ) 
ſoners were only an incumbrance, 
in conſequence of which the ſol. 
diers took the hint and gave no 


quarter . 


What tender heart then, but. 
recoils from thoſe dreadful pro- 
{criptions and executions which 
now daily take place in that diſ- 
tracted country ! but as in Morals, 

it would be held madneſs to har- 

1! bour in our boſom a ſerpent to 
| | ſting us to death : fo in Politics, 
the 
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the maxim holds equally good. — 


France cannot be denied to have 


contained innumerable enemies - 


within her boſom, and from the 


exterminating principles of this 


deſtructive war, which operate 


equally on both fides, it is evi- 


dent if ſhe wiſhed to confolidate 


her Government, —that if ſhe do 
not ſtrive to deſtroy thoſe ene- 
| mies they will finally ſucceed to | 
deftroy the Republic. Let us 
then be juſt amidſt the violence 
of 


TS) 

of Revolutionary Pargzyms.— 

| Weare not to expeCt that temper 
and moderation which ought to 

be the baſis of ſettled, tranquil 

Geveramats, but which (we 

fatally experience,) is too ſeldom 
the characteriſtics of ſuch Go- 


vernments. 


To return to my ſubje& :— 
When I arrived in London, I ſent 
to my houſe in New Cavendiſh 
Street, defiring a female ſervant, 


—_— 
whom 


( 49 ) 


whom I had left in charge of it, 


to come to the Hotel—She gave 
me to underſtand, that although 
ſeveral of my creditors were much 


diffatisfied with the manner in 


which Mr. Vaughan had diſ- 
poſed of the money, deſtined to. 


ſettle their demands, Nil they 
were, by no means, inclined to 
harraſs me : Theſe aſſurances en- 
couraged me to return to my 
own houſe, and ia a few days I 
called a meeting of all my un- 
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RH fatisfied creditors, (aQting in this 


| || | inſtance as my own Attorney :) 
From them I obtained a Letter of 
Licence ; I however was ſo fooliſh 
as to aſk for only fix months 
indulgence, when they _ would 
readily have granted it for as 
many years— There were never- 
theleſs two obdurate ungrateful 
creditors, Linen Drapers of Oxford 
Street, who, regardleſs of the 


many obligations which they 


owed to me and my friends, 


thought 


(1 
thought proper to arreſt me, con-. 
trary to the opinion of all the 
reſt who had any claims againſt 
me.—With theſe men I had dealt 
for years, in which time they had 
both received from me ſeveral hun- 
dred pounds, and now they thought 
proper to have me confined for 
the moderate ſum of Three hun- 
dred and fifty pounds: My own 
Attorney civilly leaving me in C 
dpunging Houſe, to get out as I 
could. In this hour of diſtreſs, 


D 2 when 


(- 33-7 

_ when friendſhip makes the deepeſt 
mapreſſion, a Gentleman#® of Fur- 
WY Inn came fortunately to 
the houſe, and hearing of my 
confinement, generouſly became 
my bail ;—and here let me again 
pour forth the tribute of a grate- 
ful heart ! but words are inade- 
quate to expreſs the ſenſe that 
I have of his liberality and kind- 
neſs. Unacquainted with the 


chicanery, villainy, and hard- 


* Mr, Chambers. 
heartedneſs 


83" 
heartedneſs of other lawyers, from 
which I have ſo cruelly ſuffered, 
from certain experience, he roſe, 
in my opinion, above every man 
in his profeſſion. He found me 
beſet by Plunderers, Jews, and 
Swindlers, combined to rob me 
of what property I poſleſled. 
The ſufferings I had hitherto en- 
| dured, had not operated the ne- 
ceſſary conviction, or hindrance, 
in civics of acquaintance ; [I 
have. ever been the dupe of the 


D432 worthleſs 
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worthleſs part of both ſexes, and 
at this time I was ſtupidly in- 


fatuated with the ſociety of a Cer- 


This woman poſſefled 
ſeveral natural good qualities ;— 
qoilities which far over balanced 
her fauits, and as it is impoſſible 
for any human production to be 
_ perfect, I overlooked her imper- 
fetions, and adopted her as my 
Mrs. G—_—— 


had 


_ Laſom friend. 
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had a mother who was ever in 


league with Bailiffs, and low At- 
torneys, and often have both her 
daughter and myſelf ſuffered from 


her unnatural Intrigues, —— 


In the month of Novem- 
ber, 17869, it —_— neceflary that 
I ſhould either ſurrender to Mr. 
Chambers, or ſettle the debts for 
which he. was anſwerable.. I 
therefore conſulted this female 


ſerpent, whom I had nurſed in 


by: 


(9 7 
my boſom to ſting me, ſhe gave 
it as her advice, that it oa be 
prudent for me to call upon the 
Plaintiff's Attorney, who ſhe was 
pleaſed to remark, would be 


happy to become one of my 
humble /aves. 


Eager to ex- 
onerate my good friend, Mr. 
Chambers, from any danger, on 
my account, I applied to an At- 
torney of Ely-Place, and propoſed 
to give flturkty for the debt in 


which he was concerned. —This 


ACCOMs 


C( 7 » 
arcompliſhed Limb of the Law, 
ſceing me in a ſplendid Equipage, 
agreed to accept my own terms, 
and infinuated himſelf fo far into 
my good opinion, that he after- 
wards completely ruined me, 
plundering me of Zhe /af} Guinea. 


I have ſince learnt that Mr. P 


in order to enhance his own 
colts, made It his buſineſs to diſ- 
cover the credulous part of my 
creditors, whoſe debts being 


ſmall, were prevailed on to ſue me, 


- 


D 5 and 
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and in one of theſe inſtances, I 
can atteſt that I was taken in 


EXECUHION for Five pounds—and 


paid Twenty for it —Pour- 
teen days after I had agreed to 
employ Mr. P-------, he de- 
livered to me his Bill of Coſts, 
 modefily making me his debtor 
Two hundred and twenty-two 
pounds: I had, at this time, 
Three hundred and fifty pounds to 
receive from Mr. Giffard, and as 


it was not immediately convenient 


for 


(WP 2» 


for the latter: gentleman to advance 


the money, I requeſted this vir- 


tuous Practitioner, this Ornament 


of Attorneyſhip, to wait a few weeks 


for payment; but he had far other 
views; he hada ſcheme in agita- 
tion, which entirely precluded all 
impertinent clamours of conſci- 


ence.—He, as I have before ob- 


ſerved, was inſtructed with my 


circumſtances, and while I was 


loaded with various debts, —ſome 
of which were enormous—he took 


D 6 a Lawyer 


\ 3 
a Lawyer-like, and conſcrentions 
advaticnce of my Female weakneſs, 
ſeducing me to make over all the 
furniture of my houſe to him, — 
a delufion that finally led t my 
deftruftiom.——T could wiſh to 


ſpeak with moderation concerning 
this man, but my wrongs are 
ſuch, that (waving irony,) I muſt 


intreat permiſſion to ſpeak with 


freedom. The very moment 1 
had executed the Bond which 


made him maſter of my effects, 
he 
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( 61 
he ſent one Ros, a Sheriff's Of- 


ficer, to take pofleſſion of them, 


although -he had given me his 


facred word or HonoR, that he 


would never proceed, unleſs to 
_ protect me from other Executions. 
Not ſatisfied with this baſe, and 
perfidious, a&t, he- was alſo the 
perſon who adviſed another Cre- 
ditor to ſue me for - ſixty pounds. 
On hearing of this Writ, I was 
obliged to take refuge in the Verge 
of the Court, and on the next day 


when 


R—_Y 
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'when I ſent one of my ſervants to 


my houſe, for a change of Cloaths, 
they were refuſed ; the man in 
poſſeſſion fignifying that he had 
poſitive orders not to ſuffer any 


property to be taken out of the 


houſe. In this dilemma, I once - 
'P more applied to my-much valued 
and never-failing Friend, Mr. 
| G#*#*#*#*#*#, and received from 
him Two hundred pounds—which 
I paid to this IMMACULATE 


" Attorney, reqeſting he would 


with 


( W 2 


withdraw the Execution. He an- 


{wered, that the ſum was not ſuf- 


ficient, (although he was pleaſed 
to take it) as his demand was now 
increaſed to F fry pounds more ; 
therefore, he perſiſted in ſelling 
the effets, and I have never, to 
this hour, received any account 
from him, although it is pretty 
well known, that the produce of 
that fale brought him a very con- 
liderable ſum of money; beſides 

al 
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(64 ) 
the Two hundred pounds IT had: 
before advanced him. 

—— His next obje&t was my 
Coach, but that he might get it 
U his poſſeflion with as much 


decency as poſſible, he afeed to 


ſecure it to myl{elf—by an Aſſign- 
ment to a friend. Fool as I was, 
ther my experience, I conſented 
to his propoſal, and had he deſired 
meto ſign my own death- warrant; 


ſuch was tbe aſcendancy he had 


then 


(03 79 
then over me, I verily believe 
| that I ſhould have obeyed the 


proceedings of this viRTvuous 


Practitioner. 


I had not long executed the 
faid Aſignment, before my Coach 
was ſeized in behalf of his bro- 
ther-in-law, a Linen-Draper, and 
ſold (or rather given away) for 
One hundred and twenty pounds, 
although I had paid Mr, Godfal 
four hundred pounds for it, and 


never 


( 66 ) 


never uſed it more than eight 


lit months. 
|! 
II 
, ——— The next ſtep of this 


_ truly honeſt Attorney, was to get 
my perſon ſeized, and it is a fa& 
| well known,that the monſter, under 

pretence of taking me before the 
| hate Lord Chancellor, on buſineſs 
{ | fold me to Bailiffs. Thus I 
þ was arreſted, and dragged to a 
Spunging Houſe, where I Was 
4 | | locked up ſeven weeks—during 


which 


(G6) 


which time I employed myſelf in 


endeayouring to arrange my af=- 


fairs, —It was repeatedly propoſed 


to me to make an application to 


my friends, but unaccuſtomed to 
olicit fayors, I declined the pro- 
poſal, and reconciled myſelf to 
the idea of ending my days in a 


Priſon, 


——In this Spunging Houſe 
I remained until Eaſter Term, 


1790, when I was compelled to 


take 


do ſo; and, ſorryam I to ſay, to 


C03 
take up my abode in the King's 
Bench, and now I conſider it a 
tribute of juſtice due from me 
not to confound the liberal Credt- 
tor with the deſigning, wicked 
Shylocks, who condemned me to 
Priſon; having met with the 
greateſt indulgence and- hberality 
from all my principal Creditors.— 
They who opprefſed me were the 
perſons who had the leaſt right to 


the utter diſgrace of my own ſex, 


that 


( 69.) 


that the two Creditors whoſe 


cruelty and inflexible obſtinacy |. 


obliged me to continue #209 years 


in the King's Bench, wereWomen; 
(Milleners): One of whom had 
been in the habit of cheating me 
for a number of years.—When 
I balanced accounts with her, I 
had Receipts for Fourteen hundred 
pounds, and yet the conſcience of 
this hone/? woman (for ſhe is mar- 
ried) did not ſcruple to declare, that 


ſhe would never releaſe me, until 


I either 


_ p—— mc - - - 


CR) 
Teither paid Three hundred pound, 
or gave ſecurity for the like 


fum.— 


— A young man of faſliion, who 
was at that time unable to extri- | 
cate me out of my difficulties, 
wiſhed to awaken the feelings of 
this married Lady, this paragon 
of her ſex! and intreated her to 
remember, that my fituation 
claimed ſome compaſſion, for I was 
then pregnant, with my youngeſt 


ſon 


Ld 


C: 3 

ſon, whom I mentioned in the 
beginning of theſe Memoirs.— 
She replied, that it was quite 
immaterial whether I was brought 
to bed in a Prion, or, elſewhere; 
Soaring above the feelings of 
humanity, this dealer in flimſy, 
ſmuggled commodities, perfiſted 
in purſuit of her dearly loved pelf, 
and forced me to endure all the 
miſeries of a lathibme Goal. — 
Torn from the boſom of my native 
Country, I bore my ſorrows in 


4. ſilence, 


—_ 
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filence, unknown, unpitied! havye- 
ing met with -few friends diſfin- 
tereſted enough to prove their 
regard while I was incapable of 


making them any return; Such is 


the inſtability of mankind ! while 


we can adminiſter to their plea- 
ſures, or gratify- their vanity, they 
are our abject flaves; the ſcene 
once changed, then, Adieu to | 


friendſhip! Thus ſituated, deſti- 


tute of all ſupport, except ſuch as 


. the precarious benevolence of a 


2 few 
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few friends, allowed me, I was 
adviſed to. ſue my Huſband * for a 
ſeparate maintenance. who, re- 
cardleſs of the ties of Honor and 
of Duty, was publicly living with 
a DOS" of notorious  charaQer, 
whom he Mill ſuffers to aſuine my 
name, and I am told, he has &ven 
the indecency to introduce her 
into ſeveral reſpeQable families 
* Mr. John Coghlan, refides in Cheſter 


Place, London, and the Ifle of Thanet, 
County of Kent, ' 


VOL. IT, E (calling 


<Q 74) 
(calling. her _ his wife). But ts 
clearup the deception, I: beg leave | 
to lay, although it be a' title I 
_ never ſought, it is my misfortune, | 
- flill to drag thoſe horrid chains of 
Matrumopy and SLAVERY which 


Never can be diffolved but Of his | 


death or mine. 


— —The action which I ex- 


hibited againſt him : proving from 


the moſt reſpeable witneſſes, his 


cruelties, gained me the ſupport 


that 


C9 7. 
that my neceſſities then called for ; 
but not. before I had endured 
every miſery : that hunger, cold, 
| and confinement could inflict. - 


— 


-. ,” 


—Sir William Scott, . the 
Judge of the Confiſtory Court” of 
London, ſentenced my huſband 
to allow me One hundred and 
ſeventy pounds a year, during the 
time that our cauſe' was depending: 
He refuſing to comply with the 
decree, was publicly excommuni- 


Ez - cated 


C99) 

cated in his own Pariſh Church, 
St. Georges, Hanover Square.— 
Under theſe deplorable circum- 
ſtances, the time now approached 
when I was to ſuffer ten thouſand 
additional horrors ; my friends, 
more anx1ous to preſerve my lite 
than I was, had provided a 

gentleman of the faculty to attend 
me during my lying-in—When 
I was taken ill, he was ent for, 
who being from home, could not 
reach the King's Bench, before 


3 | ten 


(#3 
ten o'Alock. © At that hour, it is 
_ theconſtant, and, often fa7a/, prac- 
tice, to ſhut the gates, whereby 
many an innocent and valuable 
life has been loſt: Any attempt 
to break through this barbatous 
cuſtom, would have been vain. 
The life 'of a woman is not con + 
fidered as worth oraſervation, at 
the expence of breaking through 
the eſtabliſhed rules of a Goal, — 
Nevertheleſs, humanity bleeds in 


reflecting on theſe abuſes, ſancti- 
E 3 | _oned 


"+ CI 4 
ened by Law, which are ſtill al- 


lowed to exiſt, without an effort 


from thoſe in whom the power 1s 


_ veſted to remove them, — 


_.- In this critical and lamentable 
ſtate, I remained. ſeveral. hcurs, 


| ſtruggling with death 3 The only 


profefſional man in the place, was 
a very young Surgeon, who at firſt 
offered his affiſtance, but after- 
wards declined it, clade 
ing my ſituation too dangerous 


for 


( 


for him to be of any ſervice; 


however, his delicacy was after- 
wards over-ruled, and. owing to 
his kind interference, I was 
ſnatched from Death, to be re- 
ſerved fora ſeries of newcalamities. 
Delivered from the agonies of 
Child-bed; my infant was-ſuffered 
to remain naked' for two days; 
for, alas! the unfortunate Mother 
had not Cloaths, even for herſelf! 
——[In this deplorable ſtate we 
both continued, till an unknown 


E 4 friend 


( M1) 
friend, touched with compaſſion, 


remitted me a few Guineas. 


 ——>[ ſhould commit an injury 
againſt my own feelings, If I did 


not here declare, that I have every 


reaſon to believe myſelf indebted 


for this humane a&t to Mr. 
Walker, the late Marſhal of the 
King's Bench,—as I afterwards 
experienced from him every kind 
attention, poſſible for one fellow- 


creature to ſhew another, -— 


May 


(- f 3 
May I, on this occaſion, be per- 
mitted to hold forth myſelt as an 
example to the giddy, diſſipated 


fair ones of my ſex: now, per= 
haps, in full enjoyment of the 
ſmiles and adulation of men.—— 
Beware, then, ye jovoly victims 
of their crocodile carefſes! while 
the ſunſhine of fortune beams 
around you, —while the bloom of 
beauty laſts, and the charms of 
novelty hold their ſway, walls 
not your precious hours in anpro- 


E 5 fitable 


fitable idleneſs, and wild extra-- 


© 


vagance, ——Make the falſe di{-: 


ſemblers, : while 'they pay homage 
to: your | beauty, provide alſo for 
your . intereſt; Lay up ſtores 
2pninſt- a rainy:day; I, [like you; 
when I thonght myſelf beloved, 
now too late diſcover that all was 
flattery : The tempeſt' came un- 
expectedly on, —none of -my gay 
friends acprogelie at my bidding; 
I was left to bide the pelting of 
this pitileſs ſtorm in a horrid Goah 


4 | naked 


($3 ) 
naked and pennyleſs, / with a new 
born infant :at- my- breaſt, - cryit og 
for the: ſuſtenance that famiſhed 


nature refuſed !. - and 'when my 


former gay companions, oh whom 


I vainly:thought I could depend, 
kept all aloof, I was relieved, at 
laſt, by. the fortuitous generoſity 
of an "utter; ſtranger. - Let me 
hope, + therefore, my fate will 
ſerve as a leſſon to. others, that 


they may. not founder on the rock 


on which I am wrecked, —— 
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————'FI've weeks after my 


lying-in, a meſſage came from 
Mr. | Walker, ſignifying that he 
wiſhed to ſee me; I was thewn 


to his houſe, where, after lament- 
Ing, in the kindeſt terms, the 
hardſhips I had ſuffered, he de- 
| elxred how much he 'was con- 
cerned ©to ſee in a Priſon; a 
woman, whom, he was pleaſed 
to fay, deferved a better fate— 
and, at the ſame time, with a 


delicacy peculiar to liberal minds, 
and 


KT 
(and incompatible, one ſhould have 
thought, with his fituation,) in- 
treated me to accept a trifle as a 
pledge of his friendſhip; giving 
into my hand a piece of paper, 
' which, on - my. return to my 
apartment, I found to contain 
three Guineas, with theſe lines: — 
«© Never, while you remain here, 


** negle& applying to me in your 


<« moments of pecuniary want.” — 


My adverſe ſtars foon deprived me 


of this new friend, who was, 


ſhortly 
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thortly afterwards, : ſeized with a 
fever, which carried” him off in a 
tew days, - leaving- behind. an 
am ;able Character, well 2worthy 
of his:;ſucceflor's imitation :-» May 
hezlike Mr. Walker, :remember, 
that. he is: placed in a' ſituation | 
where he has all the moſt import- 
ant duties of humanity to perform; 
and in-which,' a negle& of them 


would be ſtill more criminal than 


the juſt and liberal performance of 
them, would be amiable apd me- 


ritorious : 


ec 9-3 


ritorions:—Nevertheleſs, I muſt: 


ingeniouſly.cofifeſs, ſpeaking of 
the Kingls :Bench: Priſon,” (and I 


am told other priſons are ſtill more. 


wretched) that the evil exiſts in. 


itſelf, and although a Goaler may: 
certainly correct the horrors of the 


dyſtem, yet it is impoſſible for 


him effeQtually to remove it:;— 


The corruptions of a. Goal,  ac=: 
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ment, call aloud. for Legiſlative 


interference; and while ſuch cor- 


ruptions 


(: 885 + 
ruptions are acknowledged on all 
fides, there can be only one rea- 
ſon why no attempt is made to 
deſtroy them; and that is the 
ummenſe emoluments derived 
therefrom by the principal and 
fubaltern Practitioners of the 


Law. It is not the partial de- 
lafive ſcheme of oppreſſion againſt 
a few wretched Attorneys, that 


can produce any material benefit ; 


it may ſerve as a temporary 


mancuvre to reconcile us to the 


barbarous 


( 89 ) 
barbarous praCtice a little while 
longer. —But the whole Augean 
Stable muſt ' be cleanſed. It is 
not the perty Rogue that conſti- 
tutes the great nuiſance ; we muſt 
go through all the different gra- 
drations of the infamy, before we 
can hope. to render any effectual 
fervice: Experience enables me 
to ſpeak with decifion on this ſub- 
jet, and all I can fay, is, that 
if every other department of 
Government is in the ſame cor- 


rupt 


(. 98. ) 
rupt ſtate, as that of which I am 


now ſpeaking, we are in a de- 


plorable condition indeed. 


_ Having. imbibed my. Political 
principles at an early age, amongſt 
Citizens ſtruggling for Freedom, 
and -where : now-every* individual 
is equally 'privileged, "and equally 
protected, by the law,-I cannot but 
inveigh againſt'partial immunities, 


and the propenſity ' which the 


Engliſh people betray to deprive 
their 


a 3 


| their fellow creatures of , that: 


Liberty of which they ſo incon- 


ſiſently boaſt. ——Not- but a ra- 
tional diſcrimination ought neceſ- 
farily to be kept up, between 
fraud and _ imprudence, villainy 
and misfortune; nothin g'can more: 
fully demonſtrate the ' negligence. 
and inſenſibility of Government, 
than that they ſhould be con- 
founded indiſcriminately together ; 
that no diſtintion ſhould -be made 
between them ;—Yet ſuch moſt 


unfor- 


( o& } 


unfortunately is the caſe, and 


what aggravates, beyond meaſure, 
this grievance, is that the man 
who enters a priſon, honeſt and 
virtuous, ſeldom fails, during 
his abode therein, to contra 
the vileſt habits, and to be ever 
after unfit for ſociety. 


Thus it is the height of im- 
policy and cruelty, to make no 
diſtinftion between the unfortu- 
date Debtor, and the deſigning 


frau dulent 


I WW 7- 
fraudulent Swindler—for although 
the juſtice of the Legiſlature, 
ſhould provide a puniſhment for 
the one; a cettain and more le- 
nient degree of prote&ion, than 
has hitherto been adopted, ought 
ſurely to be held out to the 
other. —But the intereſt of Law- 
yers does not require ſuch diſ- 
criminations to be made, and 
therefore it is judged right, that 
things ſhould remain as they are. 

— They 


( 94”) 
— They for ever | tell us, | they 


cannot be better. 


How long will this infatuation 
laſt! Oh Engliſhmen! Let it 
no more be ſaid, that, with paſ- 


ſive, ignoble tameneſs, ye ſuffered 


a ſervile race of mercenary, cor- 
rupt, vindictive Lawyers, to forge 
"the chains of hard captivity for 
your Free-born limbs ; ye have a 
Conſtitution, whoſe leading prin- 


3 ciple, 


(95 ) 
ciple, ye are'told, is Liberty ; fa- 
cred, Immortal Liberty! Ye have 
a King, who is ſaid, ardently to 
deſire the-' proſperity of all- his 
people. Cheriſh then, this fa- 
cred principle of your | Conſtitu- 
tion ; -accompliſh the defires .of 
your virtuoas ;King ;- rouze from 
your torpor.; Thelion lambereth, 
he is not dead; but, oh ! when- 
ever he ſhall awake, wheuever 
his wrath ſhall be kindled, let 
him know to diſtin guiſh in his 


rage 


+ WI | 
rage—-Let none but the Gililty 
bleed ! 


. The news of Mr, Walker's 
ſudden death, cauſed me many 
poignant refle&ions ; as the hor- 

rors of confinement were, in 
ſome meaſure, leflened, -while 1 
confidered myſelf under the cul- 
tody of that Gentleman, and not 
under the controul of a mer- 
cenary Gaoler ; for this lucrative 


finecure 


(9 3 


finecure, (ſuch in fa& it is,) too 


generally falls to the lot (I fay 


it without meaning to offend any 
individual) of the moſt worthleſs, 
or inſignificant charaQters :>— 
Men, not ſele&ed from any par- 
ticular merit, that would. render 
them fit for the office ;—not diſ- 
tinguiſhed: for their difintereſted- 
neſs, charity, or diligent attention 
to the wants and morals of the 


priſoners ;—but appointed merely 


as relations, or dependants, on 
F 
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-my 'Lord Chief Juſtice" of - the 
Day; who, for the moſt part, (if 


them with a vERY HEAVY 


*RIDER.- 


Soon after Mr. Walker's death, 
the arrival-in England of my 
_ amiable friend, the father of my 
children, revived my hopes, nor 


were they diſappointed. He at 


once adminiſtered to my wants, 
and cheered my ſorrows. The 


2 excellence 


not always) takes --care to ſaddle 


' 


excellence!: of . Mr.” B&***##?z 
heart, was :my ſecurity with him 
againſt thoſe! frivolous and un- 
generous excuſes, which, in the 
hour of adverſity, it has been my 
lot to- receive from fo many 
others ; whom, alſo I had -once 
thought my - friends :—He  em- 
braced the earlieft opportunity of 
viſiting me in. my confinement, 
and inſtantly took . the children 
under his proteC&ion ;—-the 
youngeſt of. whom was, at that 


F 2 tume, 


C 1 2} 


time, only three months-old. It 


is a very harſh trait in the human 
creature, (nevertheleſs, I fear it 
is too faithful a one,) that ca- 


lumny is, generally, the moſt buſy 


againſt thoſe who moſt want 
comfort and protection. 


While I was ſuffering all the 
eomplicated miſeries of a loath- 
ſome Goal, infinuations to my dil- 


advantage, were moſt malignant- 


ly, and induſtriouſly, propagated, 


with the cruel defign of ruining 


3 me 


( 161 }) 
' me in the opinion, and affeQion, 


of this my beſt friend ; but, ſu- 


perior to all illiberal prejudice, 


and making every allowance for 


my folitary and” unhappy fitu- 


ation, he would- not conſent 


to abandon me, ſo that theſe 
cruel efforts, of my enemies, 
moſt of whom, I have*diſcovered 


to exiſt in the circle of my own 


acquaintance, ended in difap- 


pointment and abortion ; and I 
ingenuouſly confeſs, that my 


EL vanity 


| 
F 
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vanity exulted in 'the triumph 
which I atchieved on this oc- 
cafion; and my heart was: Pre- 
ſcrved from the ſhock it would 
have ſuſtained, had the father 


of my children, - to complete the 


ſum of my misfortunes, with» 
drawn his countenance and af- 
fe&tion from them ; 'but, I truſt 
in Providence, that I am not re- 
ſerved for this additional calamity! 
—Mr., B****#*#*'s finances 


could, by no means, keep pace 


with 


( wh 
with the liberality of his mind ;- 


and in my diſtreſſed circum- 


ſtances, it was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, to find out fome _ other 
ſource of relief :—I therefore, in 


the month of March, 1791, (Mr. 


Coghlan, being then involved in 
a law-ſuit with his Niece, Lady 
Blake,) by the advice of my 
Proctor, (Mr. Walker, of Doors. 


Commons) petitioned the Court 
of Delegates, before whom the 


ſaid cauſe was to be heard. A 


F 4 petition 
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petition from - his wife, dated 
from a priſon, to which his bru- 
tality had condemned her, alarm- 
ed his tender feelings ; and thus, 
as I TI already obſerved, I ob- 
tained a preſent ſupply, and a 


promiſe of an adequate ſettle- 


ment, on condition that I would 


withdraw the petition : To this 


I conſented, and the reſult of 


my compliance was, a mutual 


agreement to execute articles of 
ſeparation, which are, moreover 


and 


(Wy ) 
and nevertheleſs, as the Gentle- 
men of the Robe are pleaſed to 
term it, only during our mutual 
pleaſure. The laſt clauſe of my 
deed of ſettlement, compelling 
me #7 return home, to this kind, 
affeftionate huſband, whenever his 
caprice ſhould induce him to 


require it. 


- Thus, ſeparated from him, on 
the 26th of December, 1791, 
I received ſecurity for an Annuity 


Fs - of 


6. 1&6 } 
of an Hundred pounds” for my 
life;  ſubje&- to the ' condition 
above mentioned.— But; alast:'Þ 
had no ſooner obtained it; than 
the accompliſhed, virtuous Mil- 


liner, who had ſo eſſentially con- 
tributed to my diftrefſes, by ens 
couraging 'me in that ſtupid fy{- 
tem of extravagance, on: which 
her preſent fortune was raiſed, 


and which exalted her to the en- 


viable rank of 'an honeſt married 
lady ; like a tygreſs, darting upon 
x the 


ft an 3 
the wretched vidtim of her ſavage 
appetite, ſeized on me,  infiſbng 
that-I. ſhould: give immediate fe> 
curity. for her debt, —a debt con- 


tracted for  gew-gaw , Frippery, 
and tinſelled,, flimſy. trumpery';. 
I had already, in FL courſe of 
a very ſhort time, paid this 
Harpy Fourteen hundred pounds,. 
for articles of this like deſcrip- 
tion. The humane reader will 
revolt with abhorrence, on find- 
ng that this woman, after ſuch 


F 6 emoluments 


= 
emoluments derived from my 
folly, ſhould proceed againſt me 
for another debt of Three Hun- 
dred Pounds, which, FL am moral- 
ly convinced, I did not owe ;— 
But for which, ſhe abſolutely 
compelled me to aſſign over Fifty 
pounds a year of my Annuity to 
her, for the four enſuing years; 
which now helps to fupport her, 
and a Banker's Clerk, whom ſhe 
has lately taken to her vir/uous 
Bed, in the eaſe and luxury which 

they 


( 109 ) 


they ſeem to enjoy. When it is 
remembered, how many unfor- 
tunate, unexperienced women, 
this extortioner has plundered, 
not only with impunity, but ſuc- 
ceſs; how many wretched fe- 
male captives ſhe has held, (and 
I believe fill holds,) in Goal; 
—the fortune ſhe has acquired by 
conſtant impoſitions on youthful 
folly and credulity,—it muſt excite 
re oret, that there are no laws in 
force, to ſtop the depredations 
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of fimilar  Miſereants, almoſt ay 
great; nuiſances in | ſociety, as 
thoſe low: petty-fogging Attor- 
neys, with whom, for the moſt 

part, | they are connected;; , and | 
between whom, fſuch- an' attrac- 
tive ſympathy exiſts.—-For my 
own part, I wm {o well acquaint- 
ed with their enormous charges, 
and the fatal conſequences of 
them, that I would rather 'truft 
for mercy to the tendernefs of 
a Wolf, than to a civilized Bar- 


barian, 


C i P 


I am .now, ſpeaking; and 1 am 
convinced; from . woeful experi. 
ence, that the; generality-of per- 
lons in, trade, , with whom un- 
protected. females have any pe- 
cuniary dealings, would be over- 


paid in; receiving . one third of 


their overcharged, extrayagant 
demands. The reader may be- 
heve this picture exaggerated, but 
I can affure him 7 7s not, Hun- 
dreds of thoughtleſs women, be- 

{des 
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fides myſelf, having fallen within 
her ſnares, and from her may 
date their ht + To her alone, 
I am indebted for Two Years 
cloſe confinement in a Gaol; 
| where wretchedneſs and vice 

of every deſcription rule trium- 
phant ;—where no remedy is ap- 
plied to the relief of one, or the 
ſuppreſſion of the other ;—where 
every comfort, —every virtue,—Is 
left to depend on the Guinea 1n 


our pockets, and where they, 


who 


("BY 7 
who have it not, have only the 
caſual charity of Priſoners them- 


ſelves to depend on. 


There, even in that gloomy 
Manſion !—I have often beheld 
Vice and inſenſibility triumphant ; 
Virtue and tenderneſs of heart, 
dejeted and in tears. The un- 
fortunate friend, whoſe amiable 
confidence has involved him in 
debts he was unable to pay: I 
have here beheld languiſhing, 


in 


( 114 .) 

in want of thoſe neceſlaries, 
which in happier days, he him- 
ſelf had ſo freely adminiſtered to 
others. The Veteran Soldier, 


all covered with wounds, which 
he had received in battle in the 
ſervice. of his King, EF have there 
beheld dying with hunger, naked 
and. forfaken ; caſt on. the com- 
mon ſide, a prey to- filth and ver- 
min; too proud and - conſcious 
of his own merit, to. expoſe his. 
emaciated forlora figure, to the 


Curious 


es.) 
curious .reſearches of his - fellow 
priſoners; chuſing rather to die, 
than truſt. to. precarious | bounty, 
ſenſible - of his. juſt [claims on 
thoſe with whom pity, alas! is 
ſo ſeldom refident } 


During -niy | teſidence "in - the 
King's Bench, the gallant Cap- 
tain Abbot of the Royal: Artil- 
lery, then whom, no man in the 
Army had ever ſerved with more 
diſtinguiſhed merit, died, literally | 


Cw 3 
in that Prifon, through want, 
in the ſituation which I have 
deſcribed. This brave man had 
a wife and three children, who 
were all drowned on their 
voyage from Anwclte, But all 
his ſuffermgs, all his ſervices, 
were of no avail! he was thus 
left to die without a ſingle en- 
 quiry from the part of Govern- 
ment concerning him; and to 
the immortal honor of a noble 
Duke, (M—r G———! of 

the 


( ap 3 
Ordnance,) taking advantage of 
his impriſonment, he ſuſpended 


him from his ſituation, as Cap- 


tain in the Royal Artillery._— 
Oh! that I could for ever cf- 
face the dreadful ſcene from my 
memory ! as it _— my misfor- 
tune to have known the Gen- 
tleman, of whom I now ſpeak, 
in America ;—but the impreflion 


is too deep on my heart. 


_ Shortly 
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Shortly after the death of this 
my lalnicnted, friend; T obtained 
my releaſe from the King's 
Bench; but | not from the 'libera- 
Iity of thoſe who confined met— 
On the. contrary, I was under 
the neceſlity of pleading my 'Co- 
verture, in the Court of King's 
Bench, whete T obtained*a Rule 
of Court to ſett aſide a deed which 
I had forinerly ſigned, and which 


_ my ſituation, as a married woman, 


made 


0 #9 
made Megal.—Thus I was for a 
time, - liberated from Wc "9e 
ment; and in the month of Jan- 
uary following, T had occaſion to 
ſummon up all my fortitude ; al- 
though ſuperſtition be a failing to 
which I am by no means addicted, 
ſtill- the following circumſtance, 
may, in the opinion of ſome, ex- 
poſe me to the ſuſpicion of being 
under the influence of that frailty ; 
—lIn all my days of diſſipated 
pleaſure, and heart-rending afflic- 


tions, 
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tions, never did an hour paſs that 
my Father did not preſent himſelf 
to my imagination. At this time, 
I dreamed I beheld his Funeral 
with my youngeſt Brother, as his 
| Chief mourner, and on the Coffin 
of | the deceaſed, lay a bleeding 
| Heart: This dream made ſuch 
an effeat upon my ſenſes, that no 
perſon could induce me to believe 
my Father was not actually dead, 
and ſuch was the aſcendancy of 


my fears, that I abſolutely put on 


deep 


C mt”) 


deep mourning on the occaſion: 


In my fable Robes, I one day met 
Colonel Small, (an old friend of 


my Father's) who expreſſed much 
ſurprize on ſeeing me arrayed in 


theſe melancholy Emblems of 


Griefz and inquired into the 
cauſe. I replied, it were not from 


theſe outward ſigns of ſorrow he 


was to judge; as what I ſuffered 


for the loſs of a much loved F " 


ther ſurpaſſed all ſhew: The 


Colonel anſwered, « your Father 
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tions, never did an hour paſs that 
my F ather did not preſent himſelf 
to my imagination. At this time, 
I dreamed I beheld his Funeral 
with my youngeſt Brother, as his 
Chief mourner, and on the Coftin 
of the deceaſed, lay a bleeding 
Heart: This dream made ſuch 


an effe upon my ſenſes, that no 


perſon could induce me to believe 
my Father was not actually dead, 
and ſuch was the aſcendancy of 


my fears, that I abſolutely put on 


deep 
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deep mourning on the occaſion: 
In my fable Robes, I one day met 
Colonel Small, (an old friend of 
my Father's) who expreſſed much 
ſurprize on ſeeing me arrayed in 
theſe melancholy Emblems of 
Griefz and inquired into the 
cauſe. I replied, it were not from 
theſe odtward ſigns of ſorrow he 
was to judge; as what I ſuffered 
for the loſs of a much loved Fa- 
ther ſurpaſſed all ſhew: The 
Colonel anſwered, < your Father 
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<« 15 1n perfect health, as I am in- 
y formed by Colonel 'Kemble, 
* who received letters from him 


*« early in December.” 


It was a vain attempt of his 
friends to perſuade me—— The 
Dream had made ſuch a deep im- 
preſſion on my mind, that I per- 
ſiſted to expreſs a certain con- 
viction that he was dead, and 
gone to receive the reward of his 
many virtues; and, alas! the fol- 


lowing 


cm) 
lowing month realized my fatal 
apprehenſions reſpeCting his Death 
as he had finiſhed his mortal 
career on the 10th of Derenibii; 
1791, In the City of New York, 
having burſt an Artery of his 
Heart. 


To leave the World with the 
high reputation which he en- 
Joyed, ſhould ever be the bright 
emulation of Man : He was uni- 
verſally, and moſt juſtly, beloved 
G 2 by 


( 124 ) 
by all who knew him.—His re- 
mains were followed to. the Grave 
by Three Hundred People, his 
Pall borne by. Eight of the prin- 
cipal Gendfacn of New York; 
and he was interred in Trinity 
Church, in the ſame Tomb with _ 

his friend Colonel Maitland, 
Uncle to Lord Lauderdale, who, 
in dying, made it the laſt requeſt 
that his aſhes ſhould be mixed with 
my Father's —How different the 
end of his BR relation and friend, 


the 


(125 ) 
the late Colonel Moncrieffe, 
lately killed, fighting in the cauſe 
of the Combined Powers, before 
' the Walls of Dunkirque !—Flis 


kindneſs to me was never inter- 


rapted. He was wont to ſym- 
pathize with my ſorrows, and to 


take compatſion on my follies; 


and it was ſo mach the more 
cruel, that I ſhould loſe him at a 
moment when jr:ends are ſo very, 
—very ſcarce; Oh ! that T could 
have evinced my Gratitude, by at- 


G 3 tending 
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in his laſt moments; I would have 


nions, dropping the ſympathetic 


| chearfully braved the danger, 
. that put a period to his Exiſt- 


.of my Creditors, who always \con- 


( -126 :) 


tending the Brave, Dying Soldier, 


bound his bleeding wound, and, 


without reſpe& to Political opi- 


tear over his mangled corpſe, have 


ence |! 


My Father's Death now drew 


upon me once more the attention 


fidered 


C-" "187 3 
ſidered me entitled to a Fortune, 


when that event ſhould take place. 


But ſuch was the hapleſs fate of 
the ſurviving Children of this 


Gallant Hero, that they diſcover- 


ed the reward of their Parent's 


Loyalty to be——a total depri- 


vation of all his Property in 


America ! I had been only four 
months releaſed fibea a long 
and dreadful confinement ; in- 
| flifted on me by the Laws of a 


Free Country, when I was again 


«3 arreſted, 
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=. 
arreſted, and committed for the 
ſecond time, a priſoner to the 
King's Bench; and, however re- 
pugnant to my own feelings, I 
found mylelf under the neceſlity 
of defending the unjuſt actions for 
which I was confined. In one of 
theſe cauſes, I had occaſion for 
more courage than I naturally 
poſſeſſed 3; but ſupported by an 
honeſt, upright heart, I undaunt- 
edly repaired to the Court of 
King's Bench to meet my op- 


ponents, 


( 129 ) 
ponents, relying upon the Candour 
of that Honourable Tribunal to 
afford me that juſtice which T 
claimed. — Had my purſmt, like 
that of Diogenes, been ſecking for 
an honeſt man, I ſhould not, per- 
haps, haveexploreda Courtof Law, 
wherein to find ſo rare an Obje&t ; 
however, in the midſt of my em- 
barraffment and confuſion, excited 
by the cauſe which brought me 
there, and by the indecent im- 
pertinent queſtions, put to me by 
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the Plaintiffs Counſel—Mr. M—, 


I felt myſelf much relieved by the 
able defence made in my favour, 


by that Ornament of his Profeſ- 


fion, Mr. Erſkine. 


It is much to be lamented, that 
Barriſters, in the courſe of their 


profeffional purſuits, ſhould con- 


 fider themſelves warranted in tor- 


menting witneſſes, (however re- 
ſpeQable, or intitled to their com- 
paſſion) by ghe moſt cruel and 


irrevalent 


( 331 ) 
irrevalent queſtions: I am ſorry to 
obſerve, that the habitual praQtices 
of Mr. M —, expoſe him, 


perhaps, more than any other of 
his Profeſſion to this cenſure. In 
ſaying this, I am aware that I ſay 
a great deal; but the little In- 


dulgence ſhewn . to me, by this 


Advocate, under the moſt trying 


circumſtances, warrants more than 


have Gid3 ad itindtl hr is fofle- 
faction to me if this ſhould ever 


G 0. reach 
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reach him, and he ſhould profit 
by the Rebuke; 


My Brother, Edward Corn- 


wallis Moncrieffe, of the ſixtieth 


Regiment, now on Half-pay, 


could not be an idle Tpetator of 


my misfortunes. With him I 


continued in correſpondence; he 
pitied my diſtreſs, and generouſly 
oftered to diyide his fortune with 


me, provided my Creditors would 


. conſent 


( 133 ) 
conſent to ſign, in my favor, a 
Letter of Licence for a few years. 
—At the ſame time, he advanced 
4 Sum of Money to raiſe my 
drooping head; and to ſooth the 
miſeries of the King's Bench Pri- 
ſon: That | heart, which has 
ever made me an unſuſpeRing, 
unhappy victim to the over- 
reaching tricks of Lawyers, again 
expoſed me to ſuffer from them ; 
The witeft of this Profeflion are 
thoſe who promiſe the faire/; 


and 


( 2134 ) 
and hence I again employed one 
of theſe hopeful Plunderers of So- 
ciety,—thoſe Petty-foggers who 
live upon the diſtreſles of the un+ 
fortunate, to defend the remaining 
Actions for which I was confined, 
and to effeft my Liberation, gave 
him Sixty Pounds of the Money 
that : had been given me, by my 
Brother; but, inſtead: of pur- 
ſuing my intereſt in the friendly 


manner I had a right to expect, 


the Money was devoted to pay 4 
Debt 


(838 73 


Debt wherein I ſuppoſe his own 


Intereſt was concerned. —On this 


my Brother again wrote .to me, 


deſiring me to take a Copy of my 
Grandfather's Will out of DoQtors 
Commons ; with his defire I com- 
plied, and for this ſervice I was 


indebted to my much eſteemed 


Friend, Mr. Walker (the Proctor) 


and as the Teſtator, my Grand- 
father, left a large Property in 
Hampſhire, I found it neceſfary 
to viſit that place. I therefore 
perliſted 


( 136 ) 
| perſiſted in making every effort 
to emancipate myſelf from the 


King's Bench, and im conſequence | 


- Obtained what I defired. —There- 


fore, laſt July, I left town to 
pay a viſit to my Mother's rela- 
tions, who reſide at Portſmouth, 
and in its Neighbourhood. Soon 
after my arrival there, I made it 
my buſineſs to make every inquiry 
after my Grandfather's Property, 
and confidered it neceſlary to pre- 
ſent my claim. 


The 


HY 

The Gentleman who has fo 
honourably poſlefied himſelf of the 
| faid Eſtates, is my Coufin; but, 
when I inform the reader that he 
is a Lawyer, it will be a ſufficient 
Apology for his too ſcrupulous 
delicacy of Conſcience. This 
new-found Relation, affected to 
receive me with extreme tender- 
neſs, invited me to ſee the Pic- 
tures of all my Anceſtors, and 
gave me every encouragement to 
ſue for my Grandfather's Paternal 
Eſtate 
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Eſtate in Scotland ;* which he in- 


| formed me had been ſeized by a 


diſtant Relation, —under the ſup- 
poſition, that all our Grandfather's 
Deeds, &c. were loſt with his 
Widow, at the time ſhe was 
drowned ; but, on my obſerving that 
I had a Copy of his Will, proved. 
in the Prerogative Court, which 
abſolutely entitles myſelf and my 
Brother to all his Property, 
wherever we could find it, —the 
honeſt Lawyer ſeemed alarmed, 


particularly 


C000 3 


particularly as I aſſured him my_ 
Brother was determined to infti- 
tute a Suit in Chancery for the 


purpoſe of eſtabliſhing his claim. 


My female Couſins were the 


firſt to take alarm on my account, 


and they even went ſo far, as to 
declare me an Impoſter. Thus 


I was under the neceflity of ap- 


plying to Colonel Mulcaſter*®, 


* Commandant Engineer at Portſmouth, 


who 


(+380 33 


who was, during my Father's 


e 


life-time, one of his Friends, and 


who knew me from my child- 
hood. From him, I obtained a 


Certificate that I was the real 


Daughter -of Major Moncriette, 


and Wife to Mr. John Coghlan. 


Thus, having it in my power to 


confute the Calumnies of my good 
Coufins, I waited on a very near 


Relation, a Captain in the Royal 


Navy, a Gentleman diſtinguiſhed 


for his Maritime Skill, and not 
leſs 


( 141 ) 


leſs ſo for his private Virtues: 


"To. him I confided my unhappy 


ſtory, and received from him the 


advice to which adverſity is en- 
titled, but whichit rarely receives. 
Platonic Friendſhip Men are apt 
to hold in Modkery and thence 


I was very ſoon accuſed of having 


kindled tenderer ſenſations in the 
boſom of my Couſin, merely be- 


cauſe he was a young Widower, 


and had given me an invitation to 
his houſe, in which he offered 


me 
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me a ſecure retreat—an Aſylum. 


from every future Storm; and 


with this honeſt Seaman, I hoped. 


to paſs the remainder of my days, 


bleſſedwith the affectionate ſmilesof 
virtuous Friendſhip. But, alas ! how 
tranſitory, how vain have my pur- 
ſuits after tranquility and happi- 
neſs been! I ever have graſped 


at a Shadow the Subſtance I 


could never attain: The paths of 


life are ſtrewed with thorns, and 


when we eyen gather the Roſe, 


we 


( a ) 


we are unconſcious for the moment 


of the Briars that. grow beneath it; 


and which, in one moment, de- 
ſtroys the fugitive: Phantom that 
our imagination had raiſed. —— 
This Friend, who commanded a 
firſt Rate Man of War, was 
ordeced to the Weſt Indies. 


I now received an invitation 


from two Aunts, who lived nine 


miles from Portſmouth. On my 


introduction to theſe good women, 


I, who 


( 144 ) 
I, who ever deteſt falſcheod, can- 


didly acquainted them with every 
circumſtance of my life, and my 
mournful tale had ſuch an effe& 
that I was bedewed with the af- 
feftionate Tears of ts Relations, 
my Mother's Siſters: They ac- 
cuſed my Huſband as the Author, 
of all my Sorrows, and were kind 
_ enough to obſerve, that a Woman 
poſſeſſing ſuch ſenſibility, never 


could, from choice, purſt ue the 


dangerous paths of Vice. Alas! 
ty had 


C: 145 ) 


had it been my good fortune to 
have diſcovered theſe amiable 
Women, when firſt I fatally left 
my unkind Huſband's roof, what 
miſery .thould:I have avoided !— 
With them, the beauty I poſſeſſed 
would have ſerved to make he an 
object of tenderneſs and compal- 
ſion, at the ſame time, that it 
would. have ſet them on -their 


evard againſt the ſnares placed 


againſt me,— With them, I 


VOL. 11, H might 
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might have reſided free from 
guilt, and my heart, from their 
inſtruftions and example, would 
have learnt to pity and to pardon, 
even the faults of hi, to whom 
the cuſtoms of Religion, although 


now ſo faſhionably neglected, had 
united me, 


When I returned to Port(- 


| mouth, the abſence of my dear 


relation, made me reſolve ' to 
leave 


(0 1} 
leave that place. I went there- 
fore to Southampton, intending 


to make that town, and Win- 


cheſter, my route to London. 
In the. courſe of my journey, 
F met with the Reverend Mr. 
| Radcliffe,. brother to Mr. Fa- 
zakerley ; the former gentleman 
ever ſhared my eſteem, and I 
enly wiſh Fortune had been more 
ſparing of her fayors to one 
Brother, and more liberal to »im 
H 2 who 


( 18 ) 

who moſt deſerved them. When 
T arrived at: Southampton, it was 
os poſſible - to obtain -Lodgings, 
the place was ſo crouded..” The 
arrival of a certain wealthy Lord, 
of Jewiſh extraction, had thrown 
the town into-a ſtate of con- 
fufion ;—not from any extraordi- 
nary merit his Lordſhip -poſleſſed, 

——not from any extraordinary 
ſtrength of Mind or Body, '/ie 


his nameſake Sampſon, the Jew 


of 


( x49 ) 
of Antiquity, —but from that re- 
ſpet which Riches always at- 
tract, even when Virtue and 
Wiſdom fail. —Of. this Accom- 
pliſhed, .new-made Peer, it was 
my: intention - oy have given [the 
Reader a finiſhed portrait ; but 


his . Lordſhip, conſcious of his 


own Excellences, throu gh a ſin- 
gular and . meritorious delicacy, 
has intreated me to be filent on 
this ſubjet. As generoſity has 

H 3 ever 


© 150 
ever been the leading feature in 
my charaQter, I will ſpare his 
Exquiſite Senſfibility the recital 


of thoſe fcenes, in which he 


occaſionally plays fach a diſtin- 


 guiſhed part, and in which he is 


reported ſo capitally to excel.— 


At Wincheſter, my eyes were 


attracted by the Number of poor 


French Emigrants, who reſide in 


that City; Six Hundred anfl 
"Thirty of whom are daily fed by 


public 


C923 
public ſubſcription, and lodged 


in a Palace of the moſt liberal 


and charitable Prince, that ever 


graced the Throne of Great 
Britain..——In London, the firſt 
ſcene that preſented itſelf was 
a Priſon, to which place my old 
acquaintances, the Sheriffs Of- 


ficers, without ceremony, con- 


ducted me, From thence, I 


was almoſt inſtantly releaſed, by 


the well timed bounty of a per- 
fect ftranger ; on thanking this 
H 4 ſtranger 
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( 2152 ) 
ſtranger for his. goodneſs, and 
requeſting to know his name, 
he declined telling me to whom 
I. was obliged, remarking, that 
he felt a ſufficient reward, to 
reſcue a pretty Woman from the 
confines of a oelfie.—This ge- 


nerous benefactor paid above 


Forty pounds for my liberty, and 


I have never ceaſed to lament 


that I ſtill am ignorant of his 


place of reſidence; that by a 
diſcovery of the latter, I might 


offer 


(hs 
offer him the juſt tribute of a 
The 


object of his. goodneſs, however, 


= = » 


fincerely grateful heart. 


was not - accompliſhed, for ſuch. 
generoſity only provokes freſh 
attacks from the watchful Cre- 
ditor, and his nefarious Attorney. 
—Arreſt after arreſt, purſues me, 
"ER a hope, that friends wall 
not permit me to_ remain long . 
in confinement. My whole debts 
it is impoſſible for me to pay, 
as they almoſt all ariſe from folly 

H 5 and 


( 154 ) 
and extravagance, and far exceed | 


my means; but on calculating 
all my real debts, T am certain. 4 
Four Hundred Pounds would 


diſcharge them,——But to raiſe 
that ſum, where is my hope? 


Alas ! T have no other, than in 
the Gallantry and Liberality of 
the Britiſh Nation ! A Nation 
that ſtands eminently conſpicuous 
on the Rolls of Fame, for a&s 
of Charity and Munificence'! 


But let not oſtentatious deeds, 
rehearſed 


(68 

rehearſed with all the Pomp of 
of Declamation and Public Ac- 
claim, impede the milder, but 
not leſs meritorious performance 
of private benevolence; I was 
nurſed in the lap of luxury ; my 
"mind foftened, and perhaps, in 


ſome degree, debauched by early 
In thoſe hours, ' I 


enjoyments. 


_ never wanted friends,—it is only 
n0w, that they keep far off ! but 
let me hope, this faint effort of a 
very imperfe&t Pen,—of one un- 
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c 756 ) 
.uſed to Literary Eflays, may till 
produce the means of ſoothing 
thoſe ſorrows, by which her life, 
has of late, been embittered. -She 
ſubmits: her ſimple Narrative to 
the Public, : and particularly to 
. that circle of : ſociety, in which 
ſhe herſelf was wont to' figure, 
with ſome degree of eclat.—-Let 
_ It not be ſaid, that ſhe who never 
ſued in vain, inthe ſoft hours of 
luxurious dalliance,. ſhould now 


_ apply in vain, when ſhe is- fain 


to 


( 35 


to believe that ſhe exhibits ſome 


teſtimony of her claim to- their 
protection. 

Other female candidates for 
their favor, have formerly appeal- 
ed to their generous indulgence ; 
mo of them alſo were, like her, 
unfortunate. It would ill be- 
come the -author, to ſay, if: their 


- pretenſions were worſe, or better 


founded ;—as far as. her own 


opinion goes, the WYretched are 


equally 


Cc 158 ) 

equally entitled to the patronage 
of the Rich ;—the only diſtin&ion 
which ought to be made, conſiſts | 
in this undeniable Truth ;—the 
More wretched the individual, 
the more forcible that individual's 
claims.—-On this ground, her 
 pretenſions are indiſputable :—— 
- but the has others, and ſhe ſab- 
- mits them, not only to the Nation 
at large, but to the conſideration 
of that Great Per/onage, within 
whoſe reach ſhe ſincerely hopes, 
that 


( 159 ) 
that her poor Memoirs may fall. 
Let him reflet, that ſhe is of a 
family diſtinguiſhed for their 
Loyalty to Hrs Perſon and Go- 


vernment; ſeveral of whom, 


have bled, and ſome have died, 
in his ſervice. Ah! let not the 
ſources of Royal Munificence be 
dried up ! 'let the daughter of 2 
Man, known in Perſon by his 
Merit, not folicit in vain from 
the fountain of all Mercy ; or at 
leaſt, from that fountain, where 


Mercy 


. 03 

Mercy ought to/ flow! Amidſt 

the / ſevere. examples of ; puniſh- 

ment, (perhaps of neceſſary puniſhs 

ment) that we now behold,-let 
them not. be unaccompanied with 

ſome few partial a&ts of Heaven- 

born Charity. The ſubje&t of 

theſe Memoirs is in deep diſtreſs: 
— Diſtreſs unknown [to Palaces ; 

and may it never approach them; 

but, if the Higheſt Rank's keep 
- aloof from Poverty, where, alas! 
is it to ſeek a ſhelter ? Let ws 

look 


(- 001-5) 
look to the fad FD incidental 
tothe Human Lot; Not long 
ſince, when the lofty Turrets of 
Verſailles ſeemed, as it were, to 


touch the ſkies ;—when the gay, 


thoughtleſs Inhabitants thereof, 


perhaps too- neglec&tful of thoſe 
dreadful ſcenes that ſurrounded 
their Gorgeous Palaces, little 
dreamt of what was to befal 
them! Had they diſplayed more 
zeal, had they ſhewn more at- 
tention to private or public woe, 


it 
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it not is unlikely, that all which 
has happened, and all which is 
likely to happen, might have 
been avoided. | 


In this Country, renowned for 
its free and equal Laws, where 
we are told, there are no diſtine- 
tions; let not Poverty be Caf- 
fered to rear her Ghaſtly Mien 
let not the freeborn ſpirit fink 


under the depreflion of Indigence! 
It 


C209 3 


Tt is ſuch dreadful abuſes that 


damp the ardour of Patriotic 
Loyalty, and inſpire diſguſt, 
where all elſe, would be Zeal and. 
Gratitude. ; 


It has been too. often, and 
barbarouſly alledged, that per- 
ſons bring their nan on 
themſelves, and therefore are en- 
titled to no indulgence. Let 
ſuch cruel, unjuſt objeftions be 
| ſcouted, 


> avon re,» 6 er nn eg regen ny fon ; Free 
W's » " LOS GJEand a ELOIC HS 
_ - MN 


SSIS 


bs ESE 
ADIFIIO ELAITCS 


( 164 ) 
ſcouted. They are: the ſpurious, 


miſerable obje&tions of proud 
Proſperity; Humanity rejects 
them. . Are no allowances to be 
made for the frailties of inex- 
perienced, unprotected youth ? 
Are the -perfons- who -raiſe the 
objeQion, exempt - from- thoſe 
very frailties: they. impute to 
others ? : Oh; no; - but Riches 
and Power yield a ſhelter againſt 


every enormity ! 


« Cloath 


EE WF 3 
<c Cloath ſin with robes, 


- 


And the ſtrong lance of juſtice, hurt- 

© Jeſs breaks ; 

<« Cloath it in rags, 
< A-pigmies ſtraw does break it ; 

© Robes and fur gowns, hide all,” * 
Such are the pitiful pretexts of 
Avarice, invented by Opulence, 


againſt the claims of Poverty ! 


I f — Throne would ſet an 


"9 


Illuftrious example, and aftempt 
to deſtroy that Inequality. of 
 ® Shakeſpear, 


condition 
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Condition which now prevails, 
Revolutions would be no longer 
heard of :—Miſery be baniſhed 
from the Earth, the temptations 
to Vice would be done away, 
and the frivolous definitions of 
Monarchies and Republics would 
excite no diſcuſſion ; Men would 
rejoice under thoſe Govern- 
ments, where they found Li- 
berty beſt protected. 

land, the Sovereign has nackoabe- 
edly many Virtues : No Perſon, 


In Eng- 


perhaps, 


(' 16+ ) 
perhaps, . has fewer Vices; 6ut 
K:ngs ſhould never negle&t the 
opportunity of doing Good. 


Negative Praiſe is rarely bene=- 
ficial, but aftive Virtue is. what 
the World, according to its pre- 
{nt Conftitution, requires. 


Princes are confidered as. Gods, 
they ſhould at leaſt at like Men : 
What is the firſt duty of Man ? 
To relieve the wants of his fel- 
low Creatures,—to. prevent thoſe 

horrible 


( 168 ) 

orrible ſcenes of diftreſs, which 
hourly preſent themſelves. 

- In Kajland, we all look up to 
the Throne as the Focus, where 
every Virtue is, or ought to -be 
concentered ; There we admire 
Private. Oeconomy, Connubial 
Fidelity, Domeſtic Accompliſh- 
ments, .and Honorable Punctuali- 
ty | It were to be lamented, that 


an inattention to the Calamuties 


of the Public, or even of Private 


Indiyiduals, 


( 169 
Individuals, fallen within its 
knowledge, ſhould obſcure the 
Luſtre of thoſe Virtues. 


Example, and Experience, are 
two inſtructive Monitors: The. 
People are led by one, and Princes 


ſhould profit by the other. 


'The Vices, or Virtues, of the 
Community, depend on the: 
Governments under which they 
live. When the Righteous are 
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4 «© in Authority, -the People re- 
« joice; but when the Wicked 
* are in Power, | the People 


{ 6 Rourn.”* 


How incumbent, therefore, is it 
in Princes, to profit from Ex- 


perience; to inculcate good Ex- 
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amples: In that caſe, we ſhould 
| - be no longer melancholy witneſles 
to the Horrors that have been de- 
ſcribed; no longer that diſcord 


and diſfſention would prevail in 


—- 


| Society, 


Cc m1 ) 
Society, which threaten the very 
exiſtence of the actual Eſtabliſh- 
ments! We ſhould be all leagued 
in one Bond of Confraternity, 
and the Author of theſe Sheets, 
without having been Condemned 
to weep over ſo many of her 
Family, fallen in the Wars of 
Britain, would have eſcaped thoſe 
terrible ſtripes of miſery, which 
ſhe, in her own Perſon has 


ſuffered. 
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2, 
May the Repreſentation of God: 
on Earth, in theſe Realms, yield 


to the Voice of Univerſal Mercy, 
and may He, amidſt the general 
impulſe extend its rays to her, 


than whom none can have more 


forcible claims on the ſcore of 


Want, or on the Merits of her 


worthy, and loyal F amily k 


DECEMBER 7, 1792. 
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